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PREFACE. 


-♦«- 


AT  a  time  like  the  present  when  many  Protestants  seem 
to  have  become  almost  oblivious  of  tlie  priceless  boon 
ol  religious  liberty,  which  has  been  won  for  them  by  the 
life's-blood  of  their  forefathers,  when  the  heroic  deeds  of  the 
noble  army  of  martyrs  who  perished  at  the  hands  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  rather  than  submit  to  its  monstrous 
fallacies  seem  to  be  well-nigh  forgotten,  it  is  refreshing  to 
read  such  a  clear  and  unmistakable  declaration  as  that 
made  in  the  following  confession. 

Having  been  for  fifty  years  in  the  Church  of  Rome, 
Father  Chiniquy  was  well  qualified  surely  to  ju':lge  of  its 
inner  workings,  and  he  spoke  with  no  uncertain  sound. 
His  scathing  exposures  of  the  vile  practices  of  this  gigantic 
system  of  iniquity  are  unanswerable  and  ought  to  make  all 
Protestants  worthy  of  the  UQ.me  strain  every  effort  in  the 
str^lg^le  against  this  mighty  foe  of  humanity. 

May  the  Christians  of  this  country  rise  as  one  man,  and 
standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  meet  this  impious  and 
implacable  enemy  of  the  Cross  of  Christ.  We  need  not 
dread  the  issue  of  such  a  conflict.  The  tight  may  be  tierce, 
but  the  armies  ot  the  Lord  are  against  the  forces  of  idolatry 
and  superstition  ;  they  are  marshalled  on  the  side  of  the 
champions  of  truth  and  purity,  and  sooner  or  later  they 
are  bound  to  win  the  day  ! 

When  we  read  in  our  newspapers  of  the  inroads  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  hear  of  her  arrogance  and  presumption 
on  every  hand,  w^e  a^'e  sometimes  tempted  to  think  that 
Protestants  will  never  wake  from  the  death-like  sleep  into 
which  thev  have  been  soothed. 

But  the  "darkest  hour  is  just  before  the  dawn.** 

Perhaps  the  following  earnest  words  from  him,  "  who, 
being  dead,  yet  speaketh,"  may  bear  some  little  share  in 
sounding  the '*  reveille  "  I 
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The  folloii'ing  is  the  Coiifession  of  f auk  of  Ihe  Rev. 
Charles  Chiniquy,  of  the  town  of  Montreal, 
evangelist,  minister  of  the  GosjkI,  and  doctor  in 
theology,  having  been  up  to  the  age  of  60  an 
ordained  priest  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  Confession  was  made  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1S9D,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  George  Lightiiall, 
notary,  and  in  the  j^resence  of  William  Grant 
Stewart,  doctor  of  medicine.  These  ivitnessea 
testify  to  ihe  soundness  of  mind  of  Dr.  Chiniquy, 
proved  by  Jtis  actions,  conversation,  and  conduct. 

C Convinced  that  my  mortal  life  is  now 
.  near  its  end  [Dr.  Chiniquy  was  at  his 
death  DO  years  old],  and  that  I  must 
soon  leave  this  earth  to  enter  the  presence  of 
the  Most  High  God,  and  of  my  blessed  Saviour, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, — I  declare  here,  before 
the  Almighty  God,  that  the  following  lines 
contain  the  faithful  expression  of  the  faith  in 
which  I  die  ;  and  also,  some  of  the  plain  reasons 
for  which  I  refuse,  and  will  always  refuse,  to 
replace  myself  under  the  yoke  of  the  Pope  or, 
to  return  to  his  Church,  commonly  called  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  which  Church  I  was 
iormerly  and  for  many  years  the  accredited 
priest. 

I  commit  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  the 
Almighty  God,  my  Creator,  by  the  mediation 
of  Jesus  Christ  alone,  my  Divine  Iledeemer, 
whose  merits  are  infinite. 

I  declare  plainly  by  this  present  confession 
that  I  am  a  Protestant.  In  becoming  a  Pro- 
testant I  have  definitely  and  for  ever  accepted 
as  mj  only  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  firmly  belie v- 
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ing  that  God  has  forgiven  ine  all  my  sins  in 
His  love,  and  I  accept  His  holy  word  as  my 
only  guide. 

I  cannot  return  to  the  bondage  of  tlie  Church 
of  Rome  for  the  following  reasons,  chosen  from 
amongst  many  others : — 

(1)  The  doctrine  of  the  Apostolic  succession 
from  Peter  to  Leo  XHI.  is  an  imposture.  One 
cannot  find  in  the  Gospel  a  single  word  to  prove 
that  Peter  ever  passed  a  single  hour  at  Rome. 
The  superiority  or  supremacy  accorded  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  to  Peter,  above  the 
other  Apostles,  is  another  imposture.  Every 
time  that  the  twelve  Apostles  questioned  the 
Saviour  as  to  which  of  them  should  be  the  first, 
the  chief,  the  pope,  He  always  replied  that  in 
His  Church  there  should  be  none  first,  or  chief, 
or  pope,  of  such  sort.  .And  more  than  this. 
He  replied  positively  to  the  mother  of  Zebedee's 
children  that  He  had  not  received  from  His 
Father  the  authority  to  set  one  of  His  Apostles 
above  the  rest.  ''To  sit  at  My  right  hand  or 
at  My  left  is  not  Mine  to  give"  (Mat.  xx.  23). 
We  have  an  irrefutable  and  infallible  proof  that 
our  Saviour  did  not  place  Peter  at  the  head  ot 
the  other  Apostles,  as  the  first,  the  chief,  or  the 
pope,  in  the  dispute  which  arose  amongst  the 
Aposlles  shortly  before  His  death.  ''There 
was  also  a  strife  among  them,  which  of  them 
should  be  accounted  the  greatest"  (Luke  xxii. 
24).  Such  a  dispute  would  never  have  arisen 
ii  Jesus  Christ  had  appointed  Peter  to  be  the 
greatest  or  the  first  among  them.  They  would 
certainly  have  kn^^wn  it,  and  Jesus  Christ 
would  have  answered  them,  *'Have  you,  then,  so 
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6oon  fojgotten  tliat  Peter  is  the  greatest  amonp^st 
you  ;  that  lie  ranks  tlie  hi<;hest  since  the  daj 
when  I  hiid  the  foundation  of  My  Church? 
But  far  from  answering  thus,  the  Son  of  God 
reproved  His  Apostles,  and  said,  "The  kings  of 
the  Gentiles  exercise  lordship  over  them,  but 
this  shall  not  be  so  amongst  you  "  (Luke  xxii. 
25).  Not  only  was  this  pretended  primacy  of 
Peter,  forofed  in  modern  times,  never  recojjnised 
by  any  of  the  Apostles,  but  it  was  openly  and 
j)Ositively  denied  by  Paul.  **  For  lie  that 
Avrought  effectually  in  Peter  to  the  apostleship 
of  the  circumcision,  the  same  was  mighty  in  me 
toward  the  Gentiles"  (Gal.  ii.  8).  "And  when 
James,  Cej)has,  and  John,  who  seemed  to  be 
])illars,  perceived  the  grace  that  was  given  unto 
me,  they  gave  to  me  and  Barnabas  the  right 
liand  of  fellowship;  that  we  should  go  unto  the 
heathen,  and  they  unto  the  circumcision."  Here 
Peter  is  named  only  after  James,  a  thing  which 
8t.  Paul  would  not  have  done  if*  he  had  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  marvellous  superiority  and 
supremacy  of  Peter  above  the  other  Apostles. 
The  followino'  are  also  the  words  of  St.  Paul  : 
"When  Peter  was  come  to  Antioch,  T  withstood 
him  to  tlie  face,  because  he  was  to  be  blamed" 
(Gal.  ii.  11).  It  is  evident  that  Paul  bad  not 
the  least  idea  that  Peter  was  in  any  way 
superior  to  himself,  when  he  withstood  him  to 
the  face,  and  yet  more  when  he  wrote  these 
lines.  It  is  clear  that  the  Holy  Ghost  inspired 
Paul  with  the  tlioufxht  of  irivinir  us  here  the 
account  of  his  energetic  resistance  to  Peter, 
withstandinfj  him  to  the  face,  in  order  that  we 
might  not  be  deceived  by  the  great  imposture  of 
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the  supremacy  of  Peter,  whicli  supremacy  is  the 
corner-stone  of  the  apostate  Church  of  Kome. 

(2)  I  will  never  ai^ain  be  a  lloman  Catholic 

because  the  Church  of  Kome  is  an  idolatrous 

Clniich.      She  adores  God  :   yes,  but  the  god 

which  she  adores  is  made  out  of  a  little  cake 

which  is  upon  her  altars.     At  every  hour  of  his 

sacerdotal  life  the  priest  is  guilty  of  the  crime 

wliich    Aaron    committed    when    he    made    the 

golden  c.df.     The  only  difference  between  him 

and  Aaron  is  that  Aaron's  god  was  made   ot 

gold,  and  the  god  of  the  priest  is  made   of  a 

piece  of  paste,  cooked  by  nuns  or  servant  girls 

between  two  flat  and    hot    iron  plates.       The 

Church  of  Home  has  a  Christ  on  her  altars, — 

yes,  and  she  displays  a  true  reverence  towards 

this  Christ,  or  rather  these   Christs  to   which 

she  is  truly  devoted.     She  exalts  their  power 

and  their  mercy.     She  sings  beautiful  hymns  in 

their  honour.     But  the  Christs  which  she  adores 

are  denounced  by  our  Saviour  in  the  24th  chapter 

of  St.  Matthew:  "There  shall  arise  faLe  Christs, 

which    shall    show   great    signs   and   w^onders, 

insomuch    that   if  it   were  possible  they  shall 

deceive  the  very  elect.     ...     If  they  shall 

say    unto    you,    behold    He    is    in    the    secret 

chambers,  believe  it  not."     I  see  now  how  this 

terrible  prophecy  is  fulfilled  in  the  Church  of 

Eome,  every  time  that  she  obliges  her  faithful 

members  to  fall  down  before  these  Christs  made 

of  little  cakes,  placed  in  the  secret  receptacles 

of  the  church.      The  Itoman  Catholics  believe 

in  these  Christs,  although  the  Son  of  God  said, 

**  Believe  them  not."      They  go  to  church  ta 

adore  that  w^afer  god,  although  the  true  Christ 
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said   "  Go  not  after  them."     Tn  vain  does  the 
lloman    Churcli   say   that  Clu'ist  gave  to   His 

f)riests  the  power  to  make  a  God  of  one  of  these 
iljtle  cakes.  I  answer  that  Christ  Himself  had 
not  the  power  to  make  God,  nor  to  mako  Him- 
self out  of  an  engraved  cake.  For  His  Fatlier 
had  forhidden  such  acts  of  folly  and  idolatry 
when,  amidst  the  thunders  and  lightnings  of 
Mount  Sinai,  He  said,  "Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of 
anything  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in 
the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  waters 
under  the  earth.  Thou  shalt  not  bow  down 
thyself  to  them  nor  serve  them,  for  I,  the  Lord 
thy  God,  am  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity 
of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the  third 
and  fourth  generations  of  them  that  hate  Me." 

Christ  came  to  fulfil  and  not  to  violate  the 
commandments  of  His  Father.  He  could  not 
give  to  the  Church  of  Home  the  permission  or 
the  power  to  transgress  them,  in  conunanding, 
as  they  pretend,  that  they  should  take  a  little 
engraved  cake,  change  it  into  (lod,  and  kneel 
dow^n  before  it.  For  that  is  idolatry — yes,  true 
and  shameful  idolatry. 

When  Christ  told  us  to  eat  His  body  and 
drink  His  blood.  He  employed  the  same  figure 
as  when  He  said  that  He  would  eat  the  passover. 
Though  He  used  the  words,  *'I  will  eat  tliis 
passover,"  He  could  not  do  it  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  passage  of  the  destroying  angel 
■  through  the  land  of  Egypt  was  not  a  thing  that 
could  be  eaten.  But  the  lamb  that  was  laid  on 
the  table  in  remembrance  of  that  passover  could 
be  eaten  as  a   remembrance   of  the  passover. 
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'J'lierefore  tliat  lamb  was  called  the  j)as.sovTr. 
'J'liiis,  acconlinj^  to  the  same  liL^ure  of  speech, 
tlie  body  of  Christ  was  not  to  be  eaten,  nor 
could  any  one  drink  llis  blood,  but  the  brerad 
was  to  be  eaten  which  represented  llis  body, 
and  this  bread  was  then  called  His  body,  lor 
the  same  reason  and  by  the  same  I'ules  of  speech 
that  the  Jamb  was  called  the  j)assover.  Though 
it  was  not  the  j)assover,  it  represented  it.  It  is 
in  the  same  way,  and  according  to  the  same  use 
of  lanoiume,  that  when  we  look  at  a  marble 
statue  of  Queen  Victoria,  we  say,  "  Tiiat  is 
Queen  Victoria."  We  are  aware  that  it  is  not 
at  all  Queen  Victoria,  but  merely  a  representa- 
tion of  her. 

(3)  I  shall  never  return  to  the  Pioman 
Catholic  religion,  because  all  the  bishops  and  all 
the  priests  of  the  Church  of  Home  are  obliged 
to  perjure  themselves  every  time  they  explain  a 
text  of  Holy  Scripture.  Yes,,  though  1  am 
using,  in  thus  speaking,  very  hard  and  strong 
lanouaoe,  I  am  tellini;  the  bare  truth.  Since 
the  day  when  he  swore,  at  his  ordination,  only 
to  intei'j)ret  the  Holy  Scriptiu'es  according  to 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  holy  fathers,  the 
priest  has  i-arely  preached  on  a  Bible  text 
without  being  guilty  of  perjury.  For,  after 
having  attentively  studied  the  holy  fathers,  I 
am  leady  to  prove  that  they  are  only  unanimous 
on  one  single  point,  which  is  to  differ  as  to  almost 
every  single  text  which  they  have  commented 
upon  in  their  writings.  For  example — a  priest 
cannot  say  without  perjuring  himself,  that  when 
Christ  said  to  Peter,  **Thou  art  Peter,  and  upon 
this   rock    I    will   build   My  Church,"  He  was 
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alluding  to  Simon  as  tlie  stone  wliicli  was  to  be 
the  foundation  stone  of  the  Cluircli.  For  the 
priest  knows  very  well  that  Saint  Au;^ustine 
and  many  other  fatliers  said  that  (.hrisb  was 
speaking  of  IJiinself  when  He  said,  "Upon  this 
rock  1  will  build  my  Church."     (Matt.  xvi.  18). 

(4)  I  can  never  aoain  be  a  Roman  Catliolic,  for 
I  know  that  auricular  confession  is  a  diabolical 
institution,  as  I  have  amply  proved  in  my  book 
"  The  Priest,  the  Woman,  and  the  Confessional." 

(5)  I  will  never  return  to  Homan  C  icholicism, 
for  I  have  seen  with  my  own  evf  *  that  waich 
passes  in:i:1')  the  walls  of  Rome.  I  hu^e  found 
therr  ^very  abomination  which  defiles  this  earth. 
Priestly  celibacy  is  a  diabolical  inventiun.  The 
purgatory,  full  of  poor  souls  who  burn  there,  and 
are  only  saved  by  the  payment  of  money  to  the 
Church,  is  a  diabolical  invention.  The  prohibi- 
tion to  eat  meat  on  certain  days  is  a  diabolical 
invention.  The  infallibility  of  the  Pope,  and 
the  "  immaculate  conception  of  the  mother  of 
God,"  are  diabolical  inventions. 

(G)  God  helping  me,  I  will  never  think  of 
returning  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  or  being 
reconciled  to  her,  for  her  priests,  her  bishops, 
and  her  popes  have  shed  the  blood  of  millions  oi 
martvrs,  from  Jolin  IIuss  to  our  dear  brother 
Hackett.  On  the  hands  of  the  popes  I  see  the 
blood  of  75,000  Protestants  massacred  on  the 
eve  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  and  the  blood  of 
half  a  million  Christian-s  slaughtered  on  the 
mountains  of  Piedmont. 

(7)  I  will  never  again  be  a  Roman  Catholic, 
for  the  Church  of  Rome  is  the  implacable  enemy 
of  the  laws  of  God,  and  the  rights,  liberties,  and 
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privileges  of  man.  This  Church  has  degraded, 
and  brought  to  ruin  and  dishonour,  every  nation 
which  has  been  governed  by  her. 

I  could  give  many  other  reasons  on  account 
of  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  be 
again  a  Roman  Catholic ;  but  I  hope  that  those 
already  mentioned  are  sufficient  to  make  it  clear 
to  my  dear  fellow  countrymen  that  having  once 
for  all  accepted  Christ  and  His  Holy  Word  as 
my  sole  guide  for  faith  and  practice,  I  could 
never  again  bend  my  knee  before  idols  and  gods 
of  cake. 

It  is  my  wish  and  desire  that  this  declara- 
tion of  my  faith  should  be  made  public,  and 
to  this  end  T  charge  my  son-in-law,  the  He  v. 
Joseph  Moutn-,  of  Montreal,  to  publish  it  in  the 
English  and  French  papers,  as  he  shall  see  fit. 


Brief  Sketch  op  the  Life  of  Father  Chiniouy. 

Father  Cliiniquy  was  born  in  the  town  of  Kamoraska, 
Canada,  on  30tu  July,  1809.  From  his  infancy  he  was 
taught  the  Scriptures  by  his  pious  mother,  and  got  to  love 
so  many  of  the  chapters  that  he  committed  them  to  memory. 
When  only  nine  years  of  age  he  had  learnt  by  heart  the 
history  of  the  creation  and  fall  of  man,  the  deluge,  th^i 
sacritice  of  Isaac,  the  history  of  Moses,  the  plagues  of 
Egypt,  the  liymn  of  Moses  after  crossing  the  lied  Sea,  tlie 
most  interestinsr  events  in  the  life  of  David,  several  Psalms, 
the  parables  of  Christ,  and  the  whole  history  of  our  Siviour 
as  narrated  by  John.  Fatlier  Chiniquy  thus  describes  an 
incident  in  his  early  life  which  much  impressed  him: — 

'*  One  day  when  I  was  at  home  with  my  parents  the 
priest  of  the  village  came  on  a  visit.  His  name  was 
Kev.  Mr.  Courtois,  a  man  of  unpleasant  appearance.  This 
priest  was  born  in  France  where  he  had  a  narrow  escape  of 
being  condemned  to  death  under  the  administration  of 
Robespierre.  He  found  a  refuge,  however,  tiist  in  England 
and  latterly  in  Canada.     On  this  occasion  he  addressed  my 
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father,   '  Mr.  Chiniquy,  is  it  true  that  you  and  your  child 
read  the  Bible  ] ' 

•' '  Yes,  sii','  was  the  quick  reply  *  we  do,  and  what  is. 
more  my  little  boy  has  learnt  by  heart  a  great  number  of 
its  most  interesting  chapters.  If  you  will  allow  it, 
Mr.  Curate,  he  will  give  you  some  of  them.'  'I  did  not 
come  for  that  purpose,'  abru|)tly  replied  the  prie&t,  *  but 
do  you  not  know  that  you  are  forbidden  by  the  holy  council 
of  Trent  to  read  the  Bible,  and  that  it  is  my  painful  duty 
to  get  the  Bible  from  you  and  burn  it.' 

**  Quick  as  lightning  my  father  was  on  his  feet,  while  I 
clung  trembling  to  my  mother's  gown.  My  father's  anger 
was  terrible,  and  I  feared  a  violent  scene  was  about  to  take 
place  for  he  paced  tlie  room  with  a  double  quick  step,  hia 
lips  pale  and  trembling.  The  priest  closely  watched  ray 
father's  movements,  his  hands  pressing  his  heavy  cane,  ami 
his  face  giving  the  evidence  of  a  too  well  grounded  terror. 

"  *  Sir,'  said  my  father,  '  is  that  all  you  have  to  say  here  ?  * 
*Yes,  sir,'  said  the  tiembling  priest.  'Well,'  added  my 
father,  'you  know  the  door  by  which  you  entered  my 
house,  please  take  the  same  dt>or  and  go  away  quickly.^ 
The  priest  went  out  immediately.  I  felt  an  inexpressible 
ioy  when  I  saw  that  my  Bible  was  safe.  I  ran  to  my 
father's  neck,  kissed  him,  and  thanked  him  for  his  victory, 
and  to  ])ay  him  in  my  chiKlish  way  I  jumped  upon  the 
table  and  recited  in  my  best  style  the  fight  between  David 
and  Goliath.  Of  course,  in  my  mind,  my  father  w^as  David 
and  the  priest  of  Rouie  was  the  giant  whom  the  little  stone 
from  the  brook  had  stricken  down.  Tliou  knowest,  O  God, 
that  it  is  to  that  Bible  read  at  my  mother's  knee  I  owe  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  to-day  ;  that  the  Bible  had  sent  ta 
my  young  heart  and  intelligence  rayi  of  light  which  all  the 
dark  errors  of  Home  could  never  con)pletely  extinguish." 

When  Ciiiniquy  was  twelve  years  old  his  father  died. 
Shortly  after  the  funeral  they  were  agjdn  visited  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Courtois  who  demanded  money  from  the  poor  widow 
in  order  that  prayers  should  be  made  for  the  deliverance  of 
her  husband  from  the  flames  of  purgatory.  Mrs.  Chiniquy 
had  been  left  quite  penniless,  and  told  the  priest  so,  "  but," 
she  added,  "you  see  that  cow  in  the  meadow  not  far  from 
the  house  ;  her  milk  an<l  the  butter  made  from  it  form  the 
principal  part  of  my  children's  food.  I  hope  you  will  not 
take  her  away  from  us.  If,  however,  such  a  sacrifice  must 
be  made  to  deliver  my  poor  husband's  soul  from  purgatory^ 
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take  lier  as  payment  of  the  niHsses  to  be  offered  to  extin- 
guish tliose  devouring  llames."  *'  Very  well,"  said  the  piieat, 
-and  deliberately  directing  liis  steps  towards  the  meadow  he 
drove  the  cow  before  him  in  the  direction  of  his  hon)e. 

In  the  montli  of  August,  1829,  Cliiniquy  finislied  his 
classical  co;irse  of  s+^udy  in  the  college  of  Nicolet,  and  on 
4th  May,  1832,  irrevocably  consecrated  himself  to  the 
Church  of  Rome  by  taking  the  vow  of  celibacy  and  accept- 
ing the  office  of  sub-deacon.  It  was  not,  however,  till  2l8t 
September,  1833,  that  he  was  raised  to  the  priesthood  in 
the  cathedral  of  Quebec.  "No  words,"  he  says,  "can 
express  the  solemnity  of  my  thoughts  when  the  delegate  of 
the  Pv)pe,  imposing  his  hands  on  my  head,  gave  me  the 
power  of  converting  a  real  wafer  into  the  real  substantial 
body,  blood,  soul,  and  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  !  The  bright 
allusion  of  Eve  as  the  deceiver  told  her  'Ye  sliall  be  as 
Gods,'  was  child's  p!ay  with  what  I  felt  when  assured  by 
the  voice  of  my  church  that  I  was  not  only  on  equal  terms 
with  my  Saviour,  but  I  was  in  reality  above  Him,  and  that 
hereafter  I  would  not  only  command  but  create  Him  !" 

Father  Chiniquy  was  a  faithful  priest  of  Rome,  and 
performed  the  duties  which  devolved  ui)on  him  with  the 
utmost  conscientiousness.  He  thus  describes  his  first 
administration  of  the  jNIass  :  '*  When  the  bell  rang  to  tell 
me  that  the  hour  was  come  to  clothe  myself  with  the  golden 
priestly  robes  and  go  to  the  altar,  my  heart  beat  witli  such 
a  rapioity  that  I  came  very  near  faii'ting.  The  holiness  of 
the  action  I  was  to  do,  the  ijilinite  greatness  of  the  sacrifice 
I  was  about  to  make,  the  Divine  Victim  I  was  to  hold  in 
my  hands  and  present  to  God  the  Father,  the  wonderful 
miracle  of  transubstantiation  I  was  about  to  perform,  filled 
my  soul  and  my  heart  with  such  sentiments  of  terror,  joy, 
and  awe,  that  1  was  trembling  from  head  to  foot. 

"It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  go  through  all  the  ceremonies 
of  the  JNIass.  There  are  more  than  one  hundred  diflerent 
ceremonies  and  positions  of  the  body  which  must  be  preserved 
with  the  utmost  perfection.  To  omit  one  of  them  willingly 
is  eternal  damnation.  .To  make  one's  self  believe  that  he  can 
conveit  a  piece  of  bread  into  God  requires  such  a  supreme 
efibrt  of  the  will,  and  complete  anniliilation  of  intelligence, 
that  the  state  of  the  f^oul  after  the  eflToi't  is  over  is  more  like 
^eath  than  life.  I  h  id  really  persuaded  myself  that  I  had 
•done  the  most  holv  and  sublime  action  of  mv  life,  when  in 
fact  I  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  outrageous  act  of  idolatry. 
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My  eyes,  my  hands  and  lips,  ray  mouth  and  tongue,  and  all 
my  senses,  as  well  as  the  faculties  of  my  intelligence  were 
telling  me  that  what  I  had  seen,  touched,  eaten,  was  nothing 
but  a  wafer;  but  the  voices  of  the  Pope  and  his  church  vsere 
telling  me  it  was  the  real  body,  blood,  soul,  and  divinity  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  had  persuaded  myself  that  the 
voices  of  my  senses  and  intelliuence  were  the  voices  of 
Satan,  and  that  the  deceitful  voice  of  tlie  Pope  was  the 
voice  of  the  God  of  truth.  Every  priest  of  Home  has  to 
come  to  that  strange  degree  of  folly  and  perversity  every 
dav  of  his  life  to  remain  a  j)riest  of  Rome." 

In  1836  Father  Chiniquy  almost  fell  a  victim  to  a  typhoid 
epidemic  which  raged  with  disastrous  eflects  in  Quebec.     It 
was  of  so  acute  a  form   that  nearly  every   one    attacked 
succumbed  in  about  12  days.     On  the  ninth  day  of  his  ill- 
ness he  was  t<  Id  there  was  no  hope  of  his  recovery.     He  was 
quite  resigned  to  his  fate,   and  invoked   all   the   saints  in 
heaven,  beginning  with  the  Holy  Virgin  Mary,  that  they 
might  pray  God  to  look  down  upon  him  in  mercy  and  save 
his  soul.     On  the  thirteenth  niglit,   as  the   doctors    were 
retiring,  they  whispered  to  his  Iriends,  "He  is  dead,  or  if 
not  he  has  only  a  few  minutes  to  live.     He  is  already  cold 
and  breathless,  and  we  cannot  feel  his  pnlse."     Chiniquy, 
however,  heard  these  words,  and  was  suddenly  seized  with 
the  idea  that  perhaps  he  would  be  l)uried  alive.     No  words 
can  express  the  sense  of  horror  he  felt  at  the  idea.     At  that 
supreme  moment  he  tried  to  think  of  what  chance  he  had 
of  salvation,  invoking  the  help  of  the  blessed  Virgin  ISIary. 
But  a  terrible  vision  crossed  his  mind.     Remembering  the 
doctrine  of  the  church  that  "only  those  go  to  heaven  who 
have  never  offended  Gt)d,  or  who,   having  otFended   Him, 
have  done  penance,"  he  saw  all  his  good  works  and  penances 
in  the  ])alance  of  the  justice  of  God.     These  were  on  one 
side  of  the  scales  and  his  sins  on  the  other;   but  his  good 
works  seemed  only  as  a  grain  of  sand  as  compared  with  the 
weight  of  liis  sins  !     In  this  dreadful  moment  he  felt  it  was 
useless  to  pray  to  God,  so  turned  his  thoughts  to  two  female 
saints,  St.  Anne  and  St.  Philomene,  beseeching  them  to  pray 
that  his  life  might  be  spared  to  enable  him  to  do  more 
penance.     He  believed  at  this  moment  that  he  saw  these 
saints  and  heard  them  say,  "You  will  be  cured."     Strange 
to  say,  just  as  this  happened  the  crisis  of  the  fever  seemed 
to  have  passed,  and  he  felt  his  strength  suddenly  returning 
to  him.     To  the  amazement  of  the  friends  who  believed  him 
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dead,  he  stretched  out  his  hands,  whicli  he  had  not  moved 
for  three  days,  and  said,  *'  I  am  cured.  Please  give  me 
something  to  eat;    I  am  hungry." 

Some  food  was  brought,  and  as  Chiniquy  eat  it  ravenously, 
and  talked  in  a  cheerful  though  feeble  voice  of  his  recovery, 
they  could  scarcely  believe  their  eyes.  He  firmly  believed 
that  he  was  restored  by  the  intercession  of  the  two  saints. 
One  of  his  doctors  was  a  Protestant,  however,  and  told  him 
subsequently  that  he  could  not  believe  in  his  tlieory  about 
the  miraculous  intervention  of  the  saints,  but  that  the 
so-called  vision  was  simply  the  turning-point  of  the  disease. 

"  There  is  nothing  so  difficult,  however,  as  to  persuade  a 
man  who  docs  not  want  to  be  persuaded,"  and  Father 
Chiniquy  clung  tenaciously  to  the  vision  theory,  and  even 
went  the  length  of  having  a  magnificent  picture  painted 
rej)re!senting  himself  lying  on  a  bed  with  the  saints  hovering 
above  him.  This  he  presented  on  a  special  occasion  to  th« 
church  of  St.  Anne,  more  than  10,000  people  being  collected 
inside  and  outside  the  walls  of  the  church. 

In  the  course  of  time,  however,  as  Father  Chiniquy 
became  more  acquainted  with  the  so-called  power  of  the 
saints  he  began  to  see  that  after  all  his  marvellous  recovery 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  had  been  due  to  natural  causes 
and  not  the  result  of  the  saints'  supplications. 

Father  Chiniquy  was  a  strong  temperance  advocate,  and 
was  the  means  of  starting  and  carrying  on  many  temperance 
societies,  often,  however,  against  the  bitter  opposition  of  his 
fellow-priests.  So  much  was  he  identified  with  the  cause  of 
temperance  that  he  was  known  as  the  "Canadian  Apostle 
of  Temperance." 

But  during  all  these  years  Chiniquy's  faith  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Romish  Church  was  slowly  but  surely 
crumbling  to  the  ground.  He  struggled  hard  against  these 
seasons  of  doubt,  but  one  by  one  he  found  himself  irresistibly 
compelled  to  reject  the  fundamental  beliefs  of  Roman 
Catholicism,  and  finally,  after  a  most  extraordinary  series 
of  persecution  and  vicissitudes  which  would  have  daunted 
the  courage  of  most  men,  he  severed  his  connection  with 
the  Church  of  Rome  for  ever.  He  thus  describes  his 
extraordinary  experience  when  he  took  that  supreme  step. 
He  had  just  had  a  stormy  interview  with  his  bishop,  to 
whom  he  had  admitted  that  he  could  no  longer  submit  to 
his  ruling  or  further  teach  the  doctrine  of  the  Church. 

'*  *  If  that  be  so,  sir,'  said  the  bishop,  *  you  can  no  longer 
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be  a  Koman  Catholic  priest.'  I  raised  my  hands  to 
heaven,  and  cried  aloud,  'May  God  Al .nighty  be  forever 
blessed.'  I  took  my  hat  and  left  to  go  to  my  liotel.  When 
alone  in  my  room  1  locked  the  door  and  fell  on  my  knees 
to  consider,  in  the  presence  of  God,  what  I  had  just  done. 
»My  God,'  I  cried,  'the  Church  of  Kome  is  not  Thy 
Church.  To  obey  the  voice  of  my  conscience,  which  is  Thine, 
I  give  it  up.  When  I  had  the  choice  of  giving  up  that 
church  or  the  Bible  I  did  not  hesitate  ;  I  could  not  give  up 
Thy  Holy  Word.  I  have  given  up  Rome ;  but,  O  Lord, 
where  is  Thy  Church?  Where  n)ust  I  go  to  be  saved? 
Just  then  my  eyes  fell  on  these  words  in  the  New  Testament, 
'  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price.'  'Be  not  ye  the  servants  of 
men.'  They  at  once  brought  a  great  and  delightful  calm  to 
my  soul.  I  said  to  myself,  '  Jesus  has  bought  me,  then  I 
am  His.  ^My  salvation  must  then  be  a  perfect  salvation, 
and  if  Jesus  has  perfectly  saved  me  by  slu'dcHng  His  blood 
on  the  Cross,  I  am  not  saved,  as  I  have  thought  and  jireached 
till  noAv,  by  my  penances,  my  ])rayers  to  Mary  and  the 
sainis,  my  confessions  and  indulgencies,  or  the  flames  of 
purgatory.'  At  that  instant  all  the  mummerios  by  which 
tho  )>oor  Roman  Catholics  are  so  cruelly  deceived — the 
chaplets,  iudnlgencies,  scapularies,  auricular  confession, 
invocation  of  the  Virgin,  lioly  water,  masses,  purgatory,  etc. — 
vanished  from  my  mind  as  a  huge  tower  when  struck  at  the 
foundation  crumbles  to  the  ground.  Jesus  alone  remained 
in  my  mind  as  the  Saviour  of  my  soul."  * 

Father  Chiniquy  immediately  intimated  his  conversion 
to  the  church  of  which  he  had  charge,  and  to  his  great  joy 
tlie  entire  congregation  of  over  1,000  persons  severed  their 
connection  with  the  Church  of  Rome  along  with  him. 
This  number  rapidly  increased  till,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
18G0,  Father  Chiniquy  formally  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church  along  with  2,000  converts.  He  continued  to  be 
mightily  used  in  the  Gospel  till  the  day  of  his  death  at  the 
advanced  age  of  90. 


*  We  are  indebted  for  the  short  extracts  in  the  foregoing  to  the  volume, 
••Fifty  Years  in  the  Church  of  Rome,"  hy  Father  Cliiuiquy.  Price  3/6.  Published 
by  liobeit  Hanks  &i  Son,  London. 
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143  Sauchiehall  Street. 


Memoirs  of  Mighty  Men. 

A  New  Series  of  PENNY    BIOGRAPHIES; 


TKB  STOST  or  A  WOVDEKFUI.  X-IFE, 

JOHN   G«   PATON   m  thb  nbw^  HSBRmsa 

THE  LIFE  8TOBIEB  OF 

ROBERT  AND  JAMES  HALDANE. 

TWO  WORTHY  WOBKKKa  Oi^'  BY-OONB  DATT 
SCENES  IV  THE  I.IFE  OF 

JAMES    HANNINGTON. 


A   HEKO    AND   A    MAUTYH. 


THE    LIFE    STORY   OF 


Cxr       Q"DlT"l?riT7nKr  •  or,  the  man  and  hts 
•       -"•       Or'UrtO'lli^-/l>l    9  WONDiJRFUi.    MESSAG3. 

THE    LIFE    AND    WORK    OF 

ALEXANDER    MACKAY. 


THE    CHRISTIAN    HERO 
OF    UGANDA. 


THE    LIFE    STOBY    OF 


TQXJ J^     KNOX      ^^^  GALLEY  SLAVE  WHO  BROKE  A  NATIONS 
THE    LIFE    AND     ^OKK    OF 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD.  ^?iiT^//uL^S?FL^^R!.ES3 

THE    LIFE    STORY    OF 

DAVID  LIVINGSTONE.   ^^^  ^^ESIt  ISJsl^^ip?.^.^^"'^  ^ 

THE    STORY   OF 

JOHN  BUNYAN.    a  tale  of  two  hundred  years  ago. 
THE  LIFE  STORY  OF 

JOHN   WESLEY; 

THE    STORY   OF 

ROBERT    MOFFAT; 

THE    LIFE    STORY   OF 

WILLIAM    CAREY; 

SCENES   FROM   THE    LIFE    OF 

MARTIN    LUTHER. 

THE   LIFE  STORY  OF 

"•    ■"•    MOODY.     A  PRINCE  OP  evangelists. 

price:    on^e    P£:i»fN^Y'    e:ji.c:h. 

ftF  Particular  attention  is  sought  to  above  New  Series  of  Books,  suitable  for 
both  old  aud  young.  They  are  thoroti g'hly  orig'inal,  and  eacli  Biogmjihy  i» 
writteu  in  a  very  ctrikiug  and  interesting  style.  They  are  beautifully  printed 
in  very  readable  type,  aud  are  Well  Illustrated  with  suitabi« 
Woodcuts. 

100  Copies  of  the  PENNY  EDITION,  post  free  for  7s.  6d. 


Or,  A  LEADER  IN  SPITE  OF  HIMSELF. 


Or,    THE    GARDENERS    BOY    WHO 
WAS   CROWisED. 


Or,  OPENING  THE  DOOR  THAT 

NEVER    WILL    BE    CLOSED. 


THE    MINER'S    SON    WHO    FOUNO 
A   TRKASURL. 


Oufinff    to    the   nnmeroua    Orders   received    by  post  and  the  con' 
set/uent  Utss  of  time  inroloed  in  keeping  accounts  for  saints 

OUR  rmjusDS   tfouLn  much  obhoe  hx  sjending 

UEMl'ITA^C^lS    WITH   ALL   OltDBKS, 


LONDON :  ALFRED  H0LNES3, 

14  f  ATUUtOBTSB  KoW. 


GLASGOW ;  K.  L.  ALLAN  &  SOI^ 
143  Sauohiehaix  Stkucz. 


